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Bali Maharaja’s Surrender, no 2 


Text 21 
tam narmadasyas tata uttare baler 
ya rtvijas te bhrgukaccha-samjnake 
pravartayanto bhrgavah kratuttamam 
vyacaksatārād uditam yathā ravim 


While engaged in performing the sacrifice in the field known as 
Bhrgukaccha, on the northern bank of the Narmadā River, the 
brahminical priests, the descendants of Bhrgu, saw Vāmanadeva to be 
like the sun rising nearby. 


Text 22 
te rtvijo yajamanah sadasya 
hata-tviso vāmana-tejasā nrpa 
sūryah kilāyāty uta vā vibhāvasuh 
sanat-kumaro ’tha didrksaya kratoh 


O King, because of Vamanadeva’s bright effulgence, the priests, along 
with Bali Maharaja and all the members of the assembly, were robbed 
of their splendor. Thus they began to ask one another whether the 
sun-god himself, Sanat-kumara or the fire-god had personally come to 
see the sacrificial ceremony. 


Text 23 
ittham sasisyesu bhrgusv anekadha 
vitarkyamāno bhagavān sa vāmanah 
chatram sadandam sajalam kamandalum 
vivesa bibhrad dhayamedha-vatam 


While the priests of the Bhrgu dynasty and their disciples talked 
and argued in various ways, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
Vamanadeva, holding in His hands the rod, the umbrella and a 
waterpot full of water, entered the arena of the asvamedha sacrifice. 
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Text 24-25 
mautijyā mekhalayā vītam 
upavītājinottaram 
jatilam vāmanam vipram 
māyā-mānavakam harim 
pravistam vīksya bhrgavah 
sasisyas te sahagnibhih 
pratyagrhnan samutthaya 
sanksiptas tasya tejasa 


Appearing as a brahmana boy, wearing a belt of straw, a sacred 
thread, an upper garment of deerskin, and matted locks of hair, Lord 
Vamanadeva entered the arena of sacrifice. His brilliant effulgence 
diminished the brilliance of all the priests and their disciples, who 
thus stood from their seats and welcomed the Lord properly by 
offering obeisances. 


Text 26 
yajamānah pramudito 
darsaniyam manoramam 
rupanurupavayavam 
tasmā āsanam āharat 


Bali Mahārāja, jubilant at seeing Lord Vāmanadeva, whose beautiful 
limbs contributed egually to the beauty of His entire body, offered 
Him a seat with great satisfaction. 


Iext 27 
svāgatenābhinandyātha 
badau bhagavato balih 

avanijyārcayām āsa 
mukta-sanga-manoramam 


Thus offering a proper reception to the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, who is always beautiful to the liberated souls, Bali 
Maharaja worshiped Him by washing His lotus feet. 


Text 28 
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tat-pāda-saucam jana-kalmasāpaham 
sa dharma-vin mūrdhny adadhāt sumangalam 
yad deva-devo girišas candra-maulir 
dadhāra mūrdhnā parayā ca bhaktyā 


Lord Siva, the best of demigods, who carries on his forehead the 
emblem of the moon, receives on his head with great devotion 
the Ganges water emanating from the toe of Visnu. Being aware 
of religious principles, Bali Maharaja knew this. Consequently, 
following in the footsteps of Lord Siva, he also placed on his head the 
water that had washed the Lord’s lotus feet. 


PURPORT 


Lord Siva is known as Ganga-dhara, or one who carries the water of 
the Ganges on his head. On Lord Siva’s forehead is the emblem of the 
half-moon, yet to give supreme respect to the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, Lord Siva placed the water of the Ganges above this 
emblem. This example should be followed by everyone, or at least by 
every devotee, because Lord Siva is one of the mahajanas. Similarly, 
Maharaja Bali also later became a mahajana. One mahajana follows 
another mahajana, and by following the parampara system of mahajana 
activities one can become advanced in spiritual consciousness. The 
water of the Ganges is sanctified because it emanates from the toe 
of Lord Visnu. Bali Maharaja washed the lotus feet of Vamanadeva, 
and the water with which he did so became equal to the Ganges. 
Bali Maharaja, who perfectly knew all religious principles, therefore 
took that water on his head, following in the footsteps of Lord Siva. 
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So here two things have to be discussed. One is Gangeswater. Another 
is mahajana. Isn't it? Two things are here. 


“Lord Siva is known as Ganga-dhara, or one who carries the water 
of the Ganges on his head. On Lord Siva’s forehead is the emblem of 
the half-moon, yet to give supreme respect to the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, Lord Siva placed the water of the Ganges above this 
emblem. This example should be followed by everyone, or at least by 
every devotee, because Lord Siva is one of the mahajanas. Similarly, 
Maharaja Bali also later became a mahajana. One mahajana follows 
another mahajana, and by following the parampara system of mahajana 
activities one can become advanced in spiritual consciousness. The 
water of the Ganges is sanctified because it emanates from the toe 
of Lord Visnu. Bali Maharaja washed the lotus feet of Vamanadeva, 
and the water with which he did so became equal to the Ganges. 
Bali Maharaja, who perfectly knew all religious principles, therefore 
took that water on his head, following in the footsteps of Lord Siva.” 


Ganges water is not material, ordinary water. Ksit, ap, teja marut, vyoma, 
five gross material elements. Isn’t it? Ksit, ap, teja marut, vyoma. Ap 
means water, one of the gross material elements is ap. But Ganges water 
is not ordinary ap, or water. This is, this doesn’t come under these five 
material elements, ap. Do you understand? Because it has emanated from 
the toe of Lord Visnu. This topic we are discussing, Lord Vamanadev, 
the dwarf-incarnation. Vamanadev has gone to the sacrificial arena of 
Bali Maharaj as a bata-brahmacari to beg for something. Bali Maharaj 
is also a devotee because he comes in the dynasty of Prahlad Maharaj, 
the grandson of Prahlad Maharaj. He knows perfectly the religious 
principles, so he acted rightly. Paid respect, paid obeisances, gave nice 
seat to Vamandev, Bhagavan Visnu. Washed His feet and very well 
understood that this is as good as Ganges water. The feet-washing water 
of Vamandev. Ganges emanates from the toe of Lord Visnu. This is Visnu, 
so this is also Ganges water. So he put that water on his head. As Sivaji 
had put Ganges water on his head, on the emblem, the half-moon, to pay 
respect. Mahajano yena gatah sa panthah: One should follow the footprints 
of mahājana. Sivaji is one of the twelve mahajanas, svayambhūr nāradah 
sambhuh. So Bali Mahārāj followed in the footsteps of mahājanas. Later 
when he completely surrendered, ātma-nivedana, he became mahājana 
also. He came on the list of twelve mahājanas, balir vaiyāsakir vayam. 
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5o who is mahajana? That is another point. When we speak of Mahajana 
jena gatah sa pantha, one must follow the footprints of mahajanas. That is 
safest path. No danger is there. If you follow the path shown by mahajana 
that is the safest path. No danger is there. If you won't follow and create 
your own path, concoct your own path you welcome danger. Definitely, 
all problems and dangers are there. So mahajanas they come here to show 
us path. They come here to show us path. One should understand then 
who is mahajana. That should first be determined. Otherwise you will 
commit mistake. You may think anybody as mahajana. And that is going 
on in this material world. Bhadda-jiva, conditioned soul cannot understand 
who is mahajana. He cannot see a sddhu. In a simple definition we give, 
who is completely surrendered at the lotus feet of Krsna. Not partially, 
not artificially, not conditionally. Completely surrendered unto the 
lotus feet of Krsna he is sadhu mahajana. That is chief symptom of sadhu 
mahajana. Chief symptom. Other symptoms are marginal symptoms, 
tatastha-laksana. Do you understand? Or gauna-laksana, secondary ones. 
Do you understand? This is the chief one. Completely surrendered unto 
the lotus feet of Krsna, completely surrendered unto the holy name of 
Krsna. He has dedicated his life to preach, to spread the message of the 
Lord throughout the world. Do you understand? He has given up all his 
material relationships. Do you understand? Given up all his material 
relationships. He loves Krsna so much. He loves Krsna so much. Krsna is 
the only object of love, the only relationship. We have perfect, eternal, 
loving relationship with Krsna. Who knows it very well and is established, 
fixed in that relationship, and has given up all his bodily relationships, he 
is mahajana. Do you follow? He is mahajana. Bhagavatam says, sastra says. 


When we give the example, definition, who is sadhu, who is mahājana. Who is 
sadhu, who ismahajana, we say this thing. What isthe symptoms of sadhu. That 
we say, Kapiladev has said. In Srimad-Bhagavatam third canto you will find: 
titiksavah karunikah 
suhrdah sarva-bhutanam 
ajata-satravah santah 


sādhavah sādhu-bhūsanāh 
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mayy ananyena bhavena 
bhaktim kurvanti ye drdham 

mat-krte tyakta-karmanas 

tyakta-svajana-bandhavah 


mad-asrayah katha mrstah 
srnvanti kathayanti ca 
tapanti vividhas tapa 
naitan mad-gata-cetasah 
[SB 3.25.21-23] 

la ete sadhavah, they are sadhus, they are mahajanas. Kapiladev says, Lord 
Kapiladev says to His mother Devahuti. The chief symptom is, I said 
the chief symptom, that he is completely surrendered to the lotus feet of 
Krsna. Not artificially, not partially, not conditionally, completely. Then 
other symptoms are marginal symptoms or secondary ones. Titiksavah, 
karunikah, suhrdah sarva-bhutanam, ajata-satravah, santah, sadhavah sadhu- 
bhusanah. These are marginal symptoms. They are as tolerant as trees, 
taror iva sahisnuna. Because they are always, constantly, day and night, 24 
hours engaged in hari-kirtan. Do you understand? So they are as tolerant 
as trees. [his is marginal symtom, tatastha-laksanam. Do you follow? Those 
who are engaged in hari-kirtan they are tolerant. Such power of tolerance 
he has developed. Those who are not engaged in hari-kirtan they cannot, 
they cannot be tolerant. They cannot develop this power of tolerance, yes. 


Then suhrdah sarva-bhutanam, they are the only well-wishing friend of 
all living entities. Their heart bleeds to see the suffering of the jivas here. 
They know that jivas are the part and parcel of Krsna. mamaivamso jiva- 
loke jiva-bhutah sandtanah, Krsna has said. And they see. It is not a fact 
that theoretically they know. They see it. They see one relationship, that 
relationship with Krsna. aham sarvasya prabhavo. And they are established 
in that relationship. They see everything, everybody related to Krsna. He 
is Krsna’s. Any living entity he sees, he is Krsna’s. And he is servant, jivera 
‘svarupa’ haya—krsnera ‘nitya-dasa’, that is the real svarūp of jīva. He is the 
eternal servant of Krsna. Similarly he sees a jiva, he is a servant of Krsna. 
Yes he sees it, he has such vision. These are marginal symptoms, Kapiladev 
says. Therefore he never sees anybody as enemy, ajata-satravah. Because he 
is servant of Krsna as I am. He loves one and all because he loves Krsna. 
He has put Krsna in the platform of love, priti. Krsna is the only object of 
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love. So everybody is related to Krsna. Everybody, every jiva is krsna-dasa. 
So how will he be some other thing. Do you understand? So he loves. 
How will he think him as enemy? Therefore ajata-satravah, no enemy 
is born to him. He never sees anybody as enemy. He loves everybody. 
Because he is related to Krsna, he is servant of Krsna. He is sadhu. 


They have no other desire, only to serve the lotus feet. 
na dhanam na janam na sundarim 

kavitam va jagad-isa kamaye 

mama janmani janmanisvare 

bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi 

[Siksāstaka, CC 3.20.29] 

Mahaprabhu has taught. This is sadhu, this is mahajana. Do you 
understand? No other desire. No desire for material wealth, no desire 
for material followers, no desire for liberation, no desire for enjoying 
a beautiful woman. Life after life to serve the lotus feet of Krsna and 
give Him pleasure. Do you understand? He is desire less, niskama. 
He is very peaceful. Therefore he is peaceful. No other desire, so 
he is peaceful. If you have many desires how you will be peaceful? 


And he knows šāstra-tattva. Do you understand? What sāstra says, 
sāstra-siddhānta. Accordingly he acts. Practically he teaches. By his 
own activity, through his own activities. Do you understand? He is 
sadhu. These are all marginal symptoms, Kapiladev says. What is sādhu. 


Mukhya, chief symptom. 
mayy ananyena bhavena 
bhaktim kurvanti ye drdham 
mat-krte tyakta-karmanas 
tyakta-svajana-bandhavah 


mad-asrayah katha mrstah 
srnvanti kathayanti ca 
tapanti vividhas tapa 
naitan mad-gata-cetasah 


ta ete sadhavah 


[Srīmad - Bhāgavatam 3.25.22-24] 
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Then Kapiladev says, “the svarup-laksanam, chiefsymptom, natural symptom 
of sadhu is that he knows Me”, he knows the Supreme Lord Krsna. He is 
fixed in Krsna consciousness. He is to be served, he is bhajania-vastu, he 
is always engaged in Krsna-bhajan. Developed unalloyed devotion to 
Krsna. He is completely surrendered. sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam 
saranam vraja |Bhagavad-gita 18.66] Practically he demonstrates. Giving 
up all varieties of dharma, only surrenders unto the lotusfeet of Krsna. 
sarva-dharman parityajya. Do you understand? That is chief symtom. 


tyakta-svajana-bandhavah, sohe has givenup his bodily relationships. Only one 
relationship, relationship with Krsna. Itis perfect, eternal, lovingrelationship. 
He has established, he is fixed in it. Giving up all bodily relationships. Wife, 
children, kit and kin, friends so called. Everything material, everything he 
has kicked, given up. mat-krte tyakta-karmānas tyakta-svajana-bāndhavāh. 


As soon as such sadhu opens his mouth he speaks about Hari, Krsna. 
Sravana-kirtan. He is engaged in sravana-kirtan. mad-gata-cittā, Krsna 
is his life and soul, his heart. Do you understand? sādhavo hrdayam 
mahyam sadhunam hrdayam tv aham, Krsna has said, “that sddhu is 
My heart and I am his heart”. Do you understand? That sadhava. 


He is never perturbed, never disturbed by any material loss, any material 
disturbances. No. they are always peaceful, dhira. Sober, fixed, peaceful, 
undisturbed. In any circumstances. Though there is enough reason to be 
disturbed, still they are not disturbed. Enough reason to be disturbed, yes. 
Do you follow me, my language? Sufficient reason is there one should be 
disturbed, but they are not disturbed in spite of such reason. That is dhira, 
undisturbed. He is sadhu, he is sadhu. Anything material, in the modes of 
material nature, three tapa, adhyatmika, adhidaivika, adhibhautika, they cannot 
disturb him. Because he is fixed at the lotus feet of Krsna. A place where 
there is no lamentation, no fear, no death. So why he will be disturbed? 
Pralaya na gacchanti ca. Even if pralaya comes, complete annihilation comes, 
still he is undisturbed. That is sddhu. Fixed in Krsna consciousness. Fixed 
at the lotus feet of Krsna. That is chief symtom. This is sadhu, mahajana. 
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Then mahdjana-parampara is there. Next thing. The succession of 
mahajanas. Mahajana-parampara we say. Disciplic succession of mahajana. 
svayambhur naradah sambhuh 
kumārah kapilo manuh 
prahlādo janako bhīsmo 
balir vaiyasakir vayam 
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.3.20] 

Twelve mahajanas. Do you understand? They have succession, mahajana 
parampara. [They come in this bona fide mahajana parampara. Next 
thing. It is not an upstart. He is not an upstart, he comes in the mahajana 
parampara. Do you understand? And a completely surrendered soul. 
Chief symptoms are there of sadhu and mahajana. And they come 
here to teach people by example. By example. Example is better than 
precept. They have set up practical example to preach. They come 
here, they descend here. They don’t belong to this material world. 
They belong to the spiritual world. Do you understand? They are 
known as mahatmas, sadhus, mahajanas, mahatmas. Do you understand? 


A conditioned soul, baddha-jiva, who has four defects cannot recognize 
them. No he cannot see them, he cannot recognize them. mad-andhah 
vaisnava nà cine, those who are very puffed up, proud over their materialistic 
possessions, materialistic knowledge, scholarship they cannot. This is 
mad-andhah, they are one sort of blind men such puffed up persons. One 
sort of andha, blind man, mada-andhah. How can they recognize a sadhu, 
Vaisnava. They cannot. Do you understand? vaisnava na cine. They 
cannot. They try and want to see sadhu through their defective senses. 
But they forget that they are conditioned souls, that they have four 
defects. bhrama, pramada, vipralipsa, karanapatava. karanapatava means 
defective senses. So how can you see, recognize a sadhu through your 
material senses? No. Do you understand? So such persons they have some 
different conception about mahajana. Yes. They say differently, differently. 


Those who can make some nice arrangements for their sense gratification, 
some yogi or siddhi who has got some yoga-siddhi, yogic perfection. Who can 
make some nice arrangements for their material sense gratification they 
are accepted "o, he is a great mahajana sādhu”. In their consideration, he is 
sadhu, he is mahajana. One who is a poor man, for him a wealthy person is 
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mahajana. He is a wealthy person, he can help me. Give some wealth. So 
he is mahajana, they say so. Some also accept Patafijali, atheistic Kapila, 
Vasistha, Durvasa, Dattatreya as mahajanas. Yes. Do you understand? 
Those who are very much addicted to sex activities, attached, yosit-sanga, 
they accept Daksa Prajāpati as mahājana. Do you understand? Those 
who are fools, no intelligence, unintelligent persons, fools, they accept 
Kanāda, Jaimini, Gautama, Yājniavalkya as mahājanas. The philosophers, 
material philosophers, material scientists, material historians, poets, 
eloquent speakers, political leaders, very expert karmis. They accept 
them as mahajanas. But they are not real mahajanas. Do you understand? 


Those who are posing themselves, like dhanga-vipra, posed himself, imitating 
Haridas Thakur. Such impostors are there. Impostors. Many impostors are 
there, who impose themselves. In Caitanya-bhagavat you will find dhanga- 
vipra. Haridas Thakur is namdcarya, paramahamsa, completely surrendered to 
the holy name. Day and night 24 hours he chants the holy name. He never 
sleeps, he never takes food, you see. Completely immersed in nam-prem, 
immersed in this ocean of nam-prem. Do you understand? Ocean of nam- 
prem. Namacharya Haridas Thakur. It is quite natural. So he gets natural 
respect. All pay respect to him, it is natural. He never demands but he gets 
it. They pay respect. But he thinks himself trnad api sunicena “Jam born in a 
low family, Mohammedans family". Very humble, but he is such a mahajana. 


One such occasion, incident took place when a snake charmer was 
charming a snake. He was singing krsna-lila. The poisonous snake will 
raise its hood and dance. Yes Krsna is so attractive, even a poisonous 
snake is attracted. If you stop singing then it will “bhaaa!” then he will 
bite you. So snake charmer was playing with some snakes, chanting krsna- 
lila. Haridas Thakur was passing that way, he was attracted. As Krsna is 
all attractive, His katha is attractive. So he danced in ecstasy, Haridas 
Thakur. So that snake charmer also danced with him. He was empowered, 
Anantadeva, Anantadev. He was empowered by Anantadev. Anantadev 
enters into him. The great snake Ananta on whose bed Lord Hari sleeps. 
That snake charmer was also a devotee so Anantadev entered into him. 
So he danced with Haridas Thakur. One brahmana was there, observing 
all this things. The onlookers standing there all paid obeiscances, paid all 
respect to Haridas Thakur, such a great devotee. Do you understand? So 
he was observing. Then Haridas Thakur left that place. Then that dhanga- 
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vipra, in Caitanya-bhāgavat you will see it, he thought of, “if I will dance 
like this, like Haridas Thakur danced, then people will pay me obeisances. 
| will get so much respect." That means he runs after labha puja pratistha. 
Do you follow? Name, fame, adoration, labha puja pratistha, prestige. 


So as soon as Haridas Thakur left, again that snake charmer sang that 
song about krsna-lila and tried to play that snake. Then that dhanga- 
vipra got up and danced. Only posing. Do you understand? Only 
posing. Such an impostor. And the snake charmer beat him, “Hey, 
rascal!” Then people asked: “Why did you beat him? Haridas Thakur 
was dancing. You danced with him. You paid obeisances. But you beat 
him?” “ Oh yes, but he is an impostor. He has no devotion. He is just 
posing.” Therefore dhanga-vipra we say, dhanga-vipra. Some accept them 
as also mahajana but they are not real mahajana. Do you understand? 


One should understand who is real mahajana. Srimad-Bhagavatam says: 
brayena veda tad idam na mahajano "yam 
devya vimohita-matir bata mayayalam 
trayyam jadi-krta-matir madhu-puspitayam 
vaitanike mahati karmani yujyamanah 
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.3.25] 
Srimad-Bhagavatam says this thing. pramanam amalam, spotless proof Srimad- 
Bhagavatam. “Those are mahdjanas that are not bewildered at all by the 
modes of material nature, by maya. prayena veda tad idam na mahajano ’yam 
devya vimohita-matir bata, not bewildered by three modes of material nature. 
They are not attached to jrian-kanda or karma-kanda. They are pure devotees. 
They are never captured by maya.” Maya cannot capture them. Completely 
fixed at the lotusfeet of Krsna. mam eva ye prapadyante ma@yam etam taranti 
te. One who is completely surrendered at the lotus feet of Krsna who is 
the master of maya, maya cannot conquer him. They conquer maya. They 
are always engaged in the loving service of Krishna. They are mahajanas. 


They never speak about the lower portions of the Vedas, jfian-kanda or 
karma-kanda portion of Veda. Like we say, puspitam vacah, so called jfianis, 
yogis who follow karma-kanda, jÓian-kanda section of Veda, they speak such 
nice sweet words from Veda, flowery words, that will show the temperament 
of the karmis. The materialistic enjoyers, materialistic persons, those who 
want material enjoyment. Thereby they do yajnas, offer worship to different 
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demigods then they will get this result, that result. They speak about 
it and materialistic persons accept them as mahajanas. But they are not 
mahajanas who speak the flowery language of the Vedas. The lower portion, 
karma-kanda, jnan-kanda portion. They maybe karma-viras expert karmis or 
dharma-viras fond of dharma, so called dharma, or jfiana-viras, great jfianis. 
But they run after labha puja pratistha, name, fame, prestige, adoration. Do 
you understand? Srīmad-Bhāgavatam therefore says they are not mahājanas. 


Rather Bhagavatam says: 
neha yat karma dharmaya 
na viragaya kalpate 
na tirtha-pada-sevayai 
jivann api mrto hi sah 
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.23.56] 

That means: "One maybe karma-vira but if that karma-vira does not work 
for real Bhagavat-dharma. Follow my language? One maybe dharma-vīra 
but if he doesn't cultivate his dharma for vairagya, detachment from 
materialistic enjoyment, materialistic possessions and materialistic 
attachments and develop complete detachment, complete attachment 
to the lotus feet of Krsna he cannot be called mahajana. If he cannot give 
up everything for the service of Krsna, he cannot be called dharma-vira.” 


[Side B of tape, short interruption] 


...the yogis. That means they have given up everything, saying "This 
is māyā, this is māyā, this is māyā. Yes. This palatial building this is 
maya”. Giving up everything they go to the jungle or enter into a solitary 
mountain cave, only putting on one kaupin. "Everything is maya. We gave 
up maya." They are known as tyaga-vira. Do you understand my language? 
Vira means hero. A great renunciate, renounced everything. One kaupin 
only he has. But he has such attachment for that kaupin also. But if his 
renunciation is not meant for the pleasure of Krsna, if he cannot renounce 
his material enjoyment for giving pleasure to Krsna then he maybe a tyaga- 
vira, a great renunciate but he is not a mahajana. Do you understand? 
Do you follow me? That Bhagavatam says. Rather it says, jivann api mrto 
hi sah, though he is alive he is a dead man. Though he is alive, he is a 
dead man. jivann api mrto hi sah, Bhagavatam says. He is a dead man. Not 
serving the lotus feet of Krsna, not rendering loving service unto the lotus 
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feet of Krsna he maybe a jfiana-vira, karma-vira, tyaga-vira, dharma-vira 
but though living, alive, he is dead. Do you understand? How he can be 
mahajana? Because he has no love for Krsna, he is not established in loving 
relationship with Krsna. Not established in that relationship. So he cannot 
be mahajana. Do you understand? So many discussions are there. About 
mahajana. So one must understand very clearly who is a real mahajana. 


Caitanya-caritamrta says: 
parama karana isvara keha nahi mane 
sva-sva-mata sthape para-matera khandane 
[Sri Caitanya-caritamrta 2.25.55] 
Many philosophers are there. They have their own philosophies. And 
they are very expert in establishing their own philosophy and defeating 
other philosophies. Very expert persons. So called philosophers. But they 
don’t accept the supremacy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead Krsna. 
tate chaya darsana haite ‘tattva’ nahi jani 
‘mahajana’ yei kahe, sei ‘satya’ mani 
[Sri Caitanya-caritamrta 2.25.56] 
So six famous philosophers are there, Patafijali, Jajmini, Kanada, 
Gautama, atheistic Kapila. Those philosophers are there, they 
have their philosophies. They have their own philosophies. Then 
Vyasa comes, the sixth. Six famous philosophers. Except Vyasa, 
they never accept the Supreme Lord. So they don’t know the tattva. 


‘mahajana’ yei kahe, sei ‘satya’ mani. Who is mahajana? Here we 
have these bonafide mahajana, parampards, twelve mahajanas. In 
Kali-yuga, Sri, Brahma, Rudra, Sanaka. Ramanuja Acarya, Madhva 
Ācārya, Nimbārka, Visnu Svāmī. Vaisnava ācāryas, their paramparā. 
Disciplic succession of Mahaprabhu. Gaudiya Vaisnava dcaryas. 
Do you understand? Gaudīya Vaisnava ācāryas, they are mahājanas. 

srī-krsna-caitanya-vānī —amrtera dhāra 

tinho ye kahaye vastu, sei ‘tattva’—sdra” 

[Sri Caitanya-caritamrta 2.25.58] 

Do you understand? Mahaprabhu says. Mahaprabhu came as an 
acarya, sddhu, mahajana, though He is Krsna. What philosophy He 
gave, acintya-bhedābheda-tattva. "That is tattva-sāra, the essence of all 
tattvas. The essence of all teaching of four ācāryas, Rāmānuja Ācārya, 
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Madhva Acarya, Nimbarka, Visnu Svami. The highest, latest sublime 
tattva. Mahājanas, ācāryas coming in the line of Mahaprabhu, disciplic 
succession of Mahāprabhu, they are mahājanas. Do you understand? 


In our Gaudiya-sampradaya who is mūla-mahājana, original mahājana! 
[inaudible] Mula-mahdjana, original mahdjana is Svarupa Damodara 
Goswami. Do you understand? Svarupa Damodara Goswami. Then comes 
very dear devotees, Goswamis. Rupa, Sanatana, rupanuga, followers of 
Rupa Goswami, sddhu-jana, they are mahajanas. Then Visnu Svami’s 
followers, parampard. Sridhar Swami, mahdjana, Candidasa, Vidyapati, 
Jayadev, they are all mahajanas. Do you understand? They are completely 
surrendered unto the lotus feet of Krsna. They never aspire for their 
own enjoyment. Giving all enjoyment to Krsna, rendering loving 
service. bhaktivinoda-dhārā, Bhaktivinod Thakur, Bhaktisiddhanta, 
Bhaktivedanta Swami, these are mahajanas. One should first understand 
who are the mahajanas. Then Mahajano yena gatah sa panthah. 'Then you 
follow the footprints of those mahajanas, this path they have shown. 
Otherwise, you will commit mistake, if you accept all these persons, 
those who are not proper bona fide mahajanas, some philosophers, some 
yogis, some siddhas, some jfianis, some great karmis. Do you understand? 
If you accept them, then you will commit mistake. You will commit 
mistake. They are not real mahajanas. You should understand that thing. 


Then next point is Gangajala, very sacred, holy, pure water of Ganges. 
Sivaji puts it on his head, on the emblem of the half-moon. As respect, 
Bali Maharaj put. In this respect, this connection we discuss this thing. 
A Vaisnava, dear devotee of Lord Krsna, completely surrendered, no 
other desire he has. Free from all desires, na dhanam na janam na sundarim 
kavitam, even no desire of liberation. Only one desire, life after life to 
render loving service unto the lotus feet of Krsna, give all pleasure and 
enjoyment to Krsna only. Nothing for himself. He is Vaisnava, pure 
Vaisnava, sddhu mahdjana, whom Krsna gives greater position than His 
position. krsnera samata haite bada bhakta-pada, nobody can be equal to 
Krsna, but one who becomes His dear devotee, completely surrenders, 
Krsna gives him... Krsna washes his feet. Isn’t it? Krsna washes his feet. 
Krsna washed the feet of Sudama Vipra, and sprinkled that water on His 
head. Example is set up. So that feet washing water of a Vaisnava is superior 
to Ganges water. Yes, do you understand? tirtha-jala. Do you understand? 
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jāhāra nikate gele papa dure jay 
emona doydla prabhu keba kotha pay 
gangara parasa hoile pascate pavan 
darsane pavitra koro—ei tomara gun 
|Prārthanā, Vaisnave Vijūapti 2-3 | 
Isn’t it? Narottama das Thakur sings like that, Vaisnava ācārya. If someone 
goes and river Ganges, takes bath there, touches Ganges water, then his 
sins maybe washed off. But, darsane pavitra koro—ei tomara gun, ohe vaisnava 
thakur. Follow me? Only by merciful glance, a Vaisnava Thakur purifies 
all sinful reactions of a great sinful person. That sinful person may not go 
and touch that Vaisnava, may remain away. But if that Vaisnava Thakur 
casts his merciful glance on him he becomes purified, all his sins are 
cleansed up. But if one goes to Ganges and touches Ganges water, takes 
bath then his sins may be washed off. But by a glance from a distance, a 
merciful glance, a Vaisnava Thakur cleanses, purifies all sinful reactions. 
Do you understand? Then he is greater, superior. gangara parasa hoile pascate 
pavan. As long as you have not touched Ganges water how can you be 
purified? How your sinful reactions will be purified, destroyed unless you 
touch? If you touch then there will be, next, purification is there. But 
without touching a Vaisnava, you may remain far away from a Vaisnava, 
sadhu, but if he castes his merciful glance on you, you immediately become 
purified, cleansed of all sinful reactions. Then who is better, superior? 


That he says. darsane pavitra koro—ei tomdra gun, ohe vaisnava thakur. 

tomara hrdoye sada govinda-visram 

govinda kohena—mora vaisnava paran 

prati-janme kori asa caranera dhūli 

narottame koro doya apanaxa boli’ 

[Prarthana, Vaisnave Vijñapti 4-5 | 
“Oh Vaisnava Thakur, Govinda is there in your heart. You have bound 
up Govinda in your heart with the rope of love. So that Vaisnava 
is my heart and soul. I beg for your dust, a speck of dust from your 
lotus feet, oh Vaisnava Thakur, life after life. Please accept me, oh 
Vaisnava Thakur, as your own man, own man. One of your own 
men. Don’t kick me.” Do you understand? Narottam das Thakur says. 


16 


Bali Maharaja’s Surrender, no 2 


Another song Narottam das Thakur has. 


thakura vaisnava-pada abanira su-sampada 
suna bhai hana eka mana 
āsraa laiyā bhaje tà're krsna nāhi tyāje 


āra saba mare akarana 
|Prārthanā, Vaisnava-mahimā 1| 
Do you follow? Are you deaf? Why are you becoming deaf? Open your 
ears. Don’t become deaf, don’t turn a deaf ear. thakura vaisnava-pada 
abanira su-sampada. The lotus feet of Vaisnava Thakur is the invaluable 
asset of the world. Do you follow my language? suna bhai hana eka mana, 
“O my brothers, hear with concentrated attention what I say.” Narottam 
das Thakur says. dsraya laiya bhaje ta’re krsna nahi tydje ara saba mare 
akarana. If someone is intelligent and fortunate he takes shelter of such 
a Vaisnava and then do bhajan, hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare 
hare rama hare rama rāma rama hare hare. Then Krsna will never desert 
him. Do you understand? “Those who don’t take shelter of the lotus feet 
of such Vaisnava but do bhajan, Krsna will never accept them.” dsraya 
laiya bhaje ta’re krsna nahi tyaje āra saba mare akarana. Those who have 
taken shelter of the lotus feet of such Vaisnava and engages in bhajan 
Krsna never deserts them. Do you understand? But without taking shelter 
those who do bhajan they cannot approach Krsna. Do you understand? 
They cannot approach Krsna, mare akarana, their bhajan is useless. 


vaisnava-carana-jala ^ prema-bhaktidite bala 
àra keha nahe balabanta 
vaisnava-carana-renu —— mastake bhūsana binu 
dra nahi bhusanera anta 
|Prārthanā, Vaisnava-mahimā 2| 
The feet-washing water of such Vaisnava can give prema-bhakti. Do 
you understand? So powerful. Nothing is as powerful as this. The feet- 
washing water of such Vaisnava. It gives premabhakti. Vaisnava carana- 
renu mastake bhusana binu dra nahi bhisanera anta. The dust of the feet 
of a Vaisnava, carana-renu, is invaluable ornament. Decorate your head 
with that ornament. mastake bhusana binu ara nahi bhusanera anta. No 
such ornament you will find. Who is fortunate enough he will decorate 
his head with such ornament, the dust of the lotus feet of a Vaisnava. 
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tirtha-jala pavitra-guna likhiyāche purāne 
se saba bhaktira pravancana 
vaisnavera padodaka sāma nahe ei saba 


jate haya vānchita pūrana 
|Prārthanā, Vaisnava-mahimā 3| 
Narottam das Thakur says. In Puranas, vedic literatures it is written 
that the water of the holy places, holy rivers, is pure, pavitra. It’s 
written in the Puranas. tirtha-jala pavitra-guna likhiyache purdne. 
Do you understand? But Narottam das says that this is cheating, 
this is cheating, cheating, pravancana, bhaktira pravancana. Do you 
understand? It is cheating in the path of bhakti. Do you follow me? 


yasyatma-buddhih kunape tri-dhatuke 
sva-dhih kalatradisu bhauma ijya-dhih 
yat-tirtha-buddhih salile na karhicij 
janesv abhijīiesu sa eva go-kharah 
[Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.84.13] 
He is not human being, yat-tirtha-buddhih salile, that means who goes 
to the places of pilgrimage just to have a dip there, to wash off his sins. 
Because Purana has written tirtha-jala pavitra, that water is holy, pure. 
That water in the places of pilgrimage. So people go there and have a 
dip to wash off sins. But why the place has become tirtha? Because sadhus 
are there. But they don’t go to sddhus, not paying obeisances to sadhus, 
does no association of sddhus, not serve sddhu. He is go-kharah. He is not 
a human being he is a cow or ass. go-kharah here says. This is bhaktira 
pravancana, this is cheating in the bhakti-path. In the path of bhakti. 
“O yes, I have this tirtha-jala, this water from Vrndavana, water from 
Mathura, Syama-kunda-jal, Radha-kunda-jal, Yamuna-jal, Ganga-jal. 
I have got so many tirtha-jala.” But not gotten the jala, not associated 
with sadhus, those who are staying in those tirthas, places and making 
those places tirthas. Only collecting jalas, waters. tirtha-jala pavitra-guna 
likhiyāche purāne se saba bhaktira pravancana. It’s cheating in the path 
of bhakti. vaisnavera padodaka sama nahe ei saba. These tirtha-jala, waters 
collected from all these holy places are not equal, cannot be equal to the 
feet-washing water of a pure Vaisnava. Do you understand? 
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jate haya vanchita purana. All your desires will be fulfilled. This water can 
fulfill all your desires. Do you understand? 

vāūchā-kalpatarubhyas ca krpā-sindhubhya eva ca 

patitānām pāvanebhyo vaisnavebhyo namo namah 
We offer this pranama. vaficha-kalpataru, they are desire trees, those 
Vaisnavas. That water, feet-washing water. Any desire you cherish 
there will be fulfilled. jate haya vanchita purana. But one who is real 
devotee he has no material desires. Krsna-bhakti only. Please let me have 
Krsna-bhakti. That is the only desire. Then that will be fulfilled. Yes. 
Do you follow? Narottam das Thakur says. So that water, feet-washing, 

vaisnava-sangete mana  ānandita anuksaņa 
sada haya krsna-para-sanga 
dina narottama kande hiya dhairya nahi bandhe 
mora dasa kena haila bhanga 
[Prarthana, Vaisnava-mahima 4| 

In the association of such Vaisnavas one gets transcendental bliss. Do you 
understand? Transcendental bliss, joyfulness, cheerfulness. Because only 
krsna-para-sangais there. All discussions about Krsnais goingon there, nothing 
else. So sweet nectarean krsna-katha. That atmosphere is filled, surcharged 
with it. Where such Vaisnavas lives, stays. dina narottama, Narottam das 
Thakur says, “I am such dina, degraded.” Do you understand? Cries, cries, 
cries. “Why | am most unfortunate fellow I cannot get such opportunity?” 
Do you understand? Do you follow me? To have such association of such 
sddhus, Vaisnavas and get some dust from their lotus feet or some water, 
feet-washing water. It is so powerful, it can give prema-bhakti, it can fulfill 
all desires. It is better than, superior to all tirtha-jala. Do you understand? 


So in this respect it should be discussed. Ganga-jal is pure, pavitra. It emanates 
from the lotusfeet of Lord Hari or Visnu. Therefore Sivaji has carried it 
on his head on the emblem of half-moon. And Bali Maharaj followed the 
path shown by Lord Siva, one of the mahajanas. So washing the feet of 
Vamandev, Lord Visnu he placed that feet-washing water on his head. But 
that Lord Hari or Krsna washes the lotus feet of a pure Vaisnava and carries 
that water on His head. Isn’t it? Lord Krsna washed the feet of Sudama 
Vipra and carried that water on His head, sprinkled it. Yes. So which water 
is better? That you should understand. This is to be understood. 


Thank you. 
19 


